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Lesson�1�
What�is�My�Connection?�Introduction�to�P.O.W.E.R.�and�Israel’s�People�


How�has�the�connection�between�Jews�and�the�land�of�Israel�been�evident�over�time?�How�do�
Jews�related�to�Israel�in�different�ways?�


How�did�Zionism�reinvigorate�the�connection�between�Jews�and�Israel?�
What�are�the�components�of�Jewish�national�identity?��How�can�diversity�and�national�identity�


coexist?�
How�large�a�population�is�necessary�to�create�and�sustain�a�state?�


�
Go�around�the�room�and�read�the�different�definitions�of�Zionism.��Choose�the�ones�with�which�
you�most�identify�and�paste�them�in�the�space�below:�
�
�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


Reflect�on�your�own�and�write�your�response�below:���


� �


“And the Lord said to Abram, after Lot had parted from him, Raise your eyes and look out from where you are to the north 
and south, to the east and west, for I give all the land that you see to you and your offspring forever. I will make your 
offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, then your offspring too can be counted. Up, 
walk about the land, through its length and its breadth, for I give it to you.” 


�Genesis 13:14�17
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In�586�BCE,�the�Babylonians�invaded�the�autonomous�Jewish�kingdom�in�the�land�where�
Israel�now�stands.��The�Jews�were�sent�into�exile�and�thus�began�the�Jews’�longing�for�the�
return�to�Mount�Zion,�Jerusalem,�and�the�Temple.�


This�longing�is�captured�in�Psalm�137:�“By�the�waters�of�Babylon�there�we�sat�and�wept,�
when�we�remembered�Zion.��On�the�willows�there�we�hung�up�our�lyres…How�can�we�sing�the�
Lord’s�song�in�a�foreign�land?”�During�Jewish�marriage�ceremonies,�the�groom�even�recites�a�
line�from�this�psalm:�“If�I�forget�you�O�Jerusalem,�may�my�right�hand�forget�its�skills.”�(Psalm�
137:5)�


This�longing�included�both�the�Jews’�desire�to�return�to�the�land�of�Israel�and�the�desire�
for�self�determination�and�autonomy.��Jews�wanted�to�decide�their�own�fate,�rather�than�
forever�be�a�minority�in�someone�else’s�state;�they�wanted�to�be�independent,�just�as�they�
were�in�the�Jewish�kingdom�during�biblical�times.���


Today,�the�word�“Zionism”�is�used�to�refer�to�both�the�ancient�longing�described�above,�
as�well�as�the�ideological,�political,�and�religious�phenomenon�of�Zionism�that�began�in�the�late�
19th�century.��Zionism�is�a�Jewish�liberation�movement,�seeking�to�liberate�the�people�from�
someone�else’s�control.��The�term�“Zionism”�was�coined�by�Nahum�Birnbaum�in�1891�to�
describe�an�ideology�that�suggested�that�Jews�are�a�nation�and�should�be�together�in�a�single�
homeland.��Theodor�Herzl�founded�the�Zionist�movement�in�1897�as�a�political�movement.��
Zionism�had�a�religious�strand�as�well;�funded�by�donors�from�Europe,�religious�Jews�would�go�
to�the�land�of�Israel�to�pray�for�all�Jews�and�to�eventually�be�buried�in�Jerusalem.��


�
�
“Zionism�is�derived�from�the�word�Zion.��Zion,�the�name�of�a�hill�in�Jerusalem,�has�since�


olden�times�been�the�poetic�designation�for�Jerusalem.��Since�that�city�was�regarded�as�the�
focal�point�of�the�Jewish�land,�it�became�by�extension�the�poetic�name�of�this�land�and�of�the�
Jewish�nation�insofar�as�it�was�rooted�in�the�soil�of�Palestine�and�had�become�one�with�it.��
When�the�Roman�legions�dissolved�this�unity,�the�word�Zion�acquired�the�flavor�of�longing;�the�
hope�of�a�national�rebirth�was�embodied�in�it…Zion�became�the�ideal�of�the�Jewish�tribe�and�
accompanied�it�on�its�road�of�life�and�sorrow�for�two�thousand�years.��This�ideal�is�the�
foundation�of�Zionism,�but�it�did�not�build�on�it�until�an�unconscious�emotion�had�become�
thinking�consciousness,�sorrowful�yearning�had�turned�into�an�active�will,�and�an�unfruitful�
ideal�had�become�a�saving�idea.”�
� Nahum�Birnbaum�(as�quoted�in�Bein,�Alex.�The�Jewish�Question:�Biography�of�a�World�Problem.�


Rutherford,�NJ.:�Fairleigh�Dickinson�University�Press,�1990.�P.�284)�


� �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�


Look�at�the�quotes�you�chose�and�pasted�on�page�4.�Which movement would you�have�belonged to in the�1880s?��
How�do�you�want�to�be�identified�in�terms�of�Judaism?�In�terms�of�Zionism?�In�terms�of�your�connection�to�Israel?�


______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________�
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�


In�order�for�a�state�to�exist,�it�must�have�power.��Copy/fill�in�the�acronym�from�the�board:�


P_______________________________�


O_______________________________�


W_______________________________�


E________________________________�


R________________________________��


Can�you�measure�U.S.�power,�as�opposed�to�another�country’s�power,�using�this�acronym?���
Look�at�the�chart�below�and�answer:�Are�there�enough�Jews�to�sustain�a�Jewish�and�democratic�
state�before�1918? �Why�or�why�not?�In�1948?�Today?�What�other�information�would�you�need�
to�make�this�decision?�


“The�number�of�immigrants�which�we�have�been�able�to�bring�into�the�country�hitherto�is�not�large�
enough…Unless�we�are�in�a�position�at�least�to�double�the�number�our�real�progress�in�Palestine�will�be�
exceedingly�slow.”� � �
� Quoted�from�a�letter�by�Chaim�Weizmann�to�Samuel�Untermeyer�of�Palm�Beach.��Written�in�New�York�on�February�6,�1924.�
The�Letters�and�Papers�of�Chaim�Weizmann.�Volume�XII.�ed.�Joshua�Freundlich,�Transaction�Books,�Rutgers�University,�1977,�Letter�#94,�
p.�121.�


�
� �
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Are�there�components�a�state�
would�need�that�do�not�fit�this�
acronym?�Can�you�create�one?�


1.7% 8% 
9.1% 


16.9% 28.1% 
30% 


82.1% 86.4% 


88.8% 


84.5% 83.5% 


82% 


79.2% 78% 


75.5% 


6


SAMPLE







Page 7 is not available in this preview  


 


SAMPLE







Pre�Trip�Student�Workbook�
�


Jewish�
Nationhood


Work�as�a�class:�What�are�the�factors�that�make�Jews�a�nation,�as�opposed�to�a�random�group�
of�people?��What�common�experiences�unite�Jews�as�a�people?�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


 
 “I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you shall be a 
blessing.”� � � �����������������Genesis�12:2�(God�speaking�to�Abraham)�


" �� �� �� �� �	  �
 ��� �
 � ��� �� 
 �� �� �� �� �	  �� �� �� �� �
 �� � �� �	  �� �� �� �� � �� ���"... 
 
“And He said, I am God, the God of your father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of you 
a great nation.”� � � ���Genesis�46:3�(God�speaking�to�Jacob) 


" �� �� ���� � �� �� �� � �� �� 
 ��
� � �� �	� �
- �! ��� �� � �� �� �� � �# �� �� �� �$ �� - �
 ��� �
 � ��� �� 
 �� ��� �	  ��&"...�


� �


Discuss:�What�components�of�your�Jewish�identity�are�evident�in�this�
web?��To�be�part�of�a�nation,�how�many�components�of�nationhood�


should�one�have�and�which�do�you�feel�are�more�important�than�
others?�


Share�your�answers�with�the�class.�
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Read�the�following�excerpt�from�the�Zionist�visionary�Herzl:�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


� �


Theodor�Herzl,�“The�Jewish�Question,”�1897�
(Abbreviated�from�the�original�by�Kenneth�W.�Stein,�11/22/07)�


�
No�one�can�deny�the�gravity�of�the�situation�of�the�Jews.�Wherever�they�live�in�perceptible�numbers,�they�are�
more�or�less�persecuted.�Their�equality�before�the�law,�granted�by�statute,�has�become�practically�a�dead�
letter.�They�are�debarred�from�filling�even�moderately�high�positions,�either�in�the�army,�or�in�any�public�or�
private�capacity.�And�attempts�are�made�to�thrust�them�out�of�business�also:�"Don't�buy�from�Jews!"��
Attacks�in�Parliaments,�in�assemblies,�in�the�press,�in�the�pulpit,�in�the�street,�on�journeys��for�example,�their�
exclusion�from�certain�hotels��even�in�places�of�recreation,�become�daily�more�numerous.�The�forms�of�
persecution�varying�according�to�the�countries�and�social�circles�in�which�they�occur.�In�Russia,�imposts�are�
levied�on�Jewish�villages;�in�Rumania,�a�few�persons�are�put�to�death;�in�Germany,�they�get�a�good�beating�
occasionally;�in�Austria,�Anti�Semites�exercise�terrorism�over�all�public�life;�in�Algeria,�there�are�traveling�
agitators;�in�Paris,�the�Jews�are�shut�out�of�the�so�called�best�social�circles�and�excluded�from�clubs.�Shades�of�
anti�Jewish�feeling�are�innumerable.�But�this�is�not�to�be�an�attempt�to�make�out�a�doleful�category�of�Jewish�
hardships.....Everything�tends,�in�fact,�to�one�and�the�same�conclusion,�which�is�clearly�enunciated�in�that�
classic�Berlin�phrase:�"Juden�Raus"�(Out�with�the�Jews!)�


CAUSES�OF�ANTI�SEMITISM��


We�shall�not�again�touch�on�those�causes�which�are�a�result�of�temperament,�prejudice�and�narrow�views...�
political�and�economical�causes.��Modern�Anti�Semitism�is�not�to�be�confounded�with�the�religious�persecution�
of�the�Jews�of�former�times.�It�does�occasionally�take�a�religious�bias�in�some�countries,�but�the�main�current�
of�the�aggressive�movement�has�now�changed.�In�the�principal�countries�where�Anti�Semitism�prevails,�it�does�
so�as�a�result�of�the�emancipation�of�the�Jews...�the�equal�rights�of�Jews�before�the�law�cannot�be�withdrawn�
where�they�have�once�been�conceded.��


EFFECTS�OF�ANTI�SEMITISM��


The�oppression�we�endure�does�not�improve�us,�for�we�are�not�a�whit�better�than�ordinary�people.��
Oppression�naturally�creates�hostility�against�oppressors,�and�our�hostility�aggravates�the�pressure.�It�is�
impossible�to�escape�from�this�eternal�circle...Our�national�character�is�too�historically�famous,�and,�in�spite�of�
every�degradation,�too�fine�to�make�its�annihilation�desirable.�We�might�perhaps�be�able�to�merge�ourselves�
entirely�into�surrounding�races,�if�these�were�to�leave�us�in�peace�for�a�period�of�two�generations.��But�they�will�
not�leave�us�in�peace.�For�a�little�period�they�manage�to�tolerate�us,�and�then�their�hostility�breaks�out�again�
and�again.�The�world�is�provoked�somehow�by�our�prosperity,�because�it�has�for�many�centuries�been�
accustomed�to�consider�us�as�the�most�contemptible�among�the�poverty�stricken.��In�its�ignorance�and�
narrowness�of�heart,�it�fails�to�observe�that�prosperity�weakens�our�Judaism�and�extinguishes�our�peculiarities.��
It�is�only�pressure�that�forces�us�back�to�the�parent�stem;�it�is�only�hatred�encompassing�us�that�makes�us�
strangers�once�more.��Thus,�whether�we�like�it�or�not,�we�are�now,�and�shall�henceforth�remain,�a�historic�
group�with�unmistakable�characteristics�common�to�us�all.���


�
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                                                                                            Kenneth W. Stein, President 


�


Center for Israel Education, Inc. 


P.O. Box 15129  


Atlanta, GA 30333 


tel 404.395.6851 www.israeled.org 


Learning�Report�for�Pre�Trip�Lesson�1�


Dear�family�members,�


Here�are�some�of�the�main�concepts�from�the�last�educational�session.��We�invite�you�to�continue�the�class�
discussions�at�home�by�sharing�the�following�questions�with�friends�and�family.�


Enduring�Understanding:���


1. Connection�to�the�land�of�Israel�is�a�core�component�of�Jewish�identity�and�peoplehood.�
2. The�nation�that�comprises�a�nation�state�is�defined�by�two�essential�components—national�identity�and�a�
critical�mass�of�people.�


Essential�Questions:�


1. How�has�the�connection�between�the�Jews�and�the�land�of�Israel�been�evident�over�time?��
2. How�do�Jews�relate�to�Israel�in�different�ways?�
3. How�did�Zionism�reinvigorate�the�connection�between�Jews�and�Israel?��
4. What�are�the�components�of�Jewish�national�identity?�
5. How�can�diversity�and�national�identity�coexist?�
6. How�large�a�population�is�necessary�to�create�and�sustain�a�state?�


Additional�Resources:�


� Greenberg,�Anna.�OMG!�How�Generation�Y�is�Redefining�Faith�in�the�iPod�Era.�Reboot,�April�1,�2005.�
� Kadushin,�Charles,�Shaul�Kelner,�and�Leonard�Saxe.�"Being�A�Jewish�Teenager�in�America:�Trying�to�Make�
It."�December,�2000.�http://www.brandeis.edu/ije/pubs/JAS/JASptI.PDF�(accessed�2007).�
� Rosenthal,�Donna.�The�Israelis:�Ordinary�People�in�an�Extraordinary�Land.�New�York,�NY:�Free�Press,�2005.�


Discussion�Questions�at�Home:�


1. What�is�our�family’s�connection�to�the�people�living�in�Israel�today?���
2. Is�diversity�in�a�country�a�strength�or�a�weakness?�Where�can�you�see�this�in�your�country?�
3. Why�is�the�Jewish�state�important�to�our�family?��


�
�
�
�








To�Israel�and�Back:�
A�Journey�to�Our�Future�


Pre�Trip�Teacher�Guide�







Teacher�Guide�Pre�Trip�Lessons�1�6�
To�Israel�and�Back:�A�Journey�to�Our�Future�


�


�


�


Lesson�1�
What�is�My�Connection?�Introduction�to�P.O.W.E.R.�and�Israel’s�People�


Enduring�Understandings:���


1. Connection�to�the�land�of�Israel�is�a�core�component�of�Jewish�identity�and�peoplehood.��
2. The�nation�that�comprises�a�nation�state�is�defined�by�two�essential�components—
national�identity�and�a�critical�mass�of�people.�


Essential�Questions:�


1. How�has�the�connection�between�the�Jews�and�the�land�of�Israel�been�evident�over�
time?��


2. How�do�Jews�relate�to�Israel�in�different�ways?�
3. How�did�Zionism�reinvigorate�the�connection�between�Jews�and�Israel?��
4. What�are�the�components�of�Jewish�national�identity?�
5. How�can�diversity�and�national�identity�coexist?�
6. How�large�a�population�is�necessary�to�create�and�sustain�a�state?�


Objectives:�


1. Students�will�examine�a�timeline�of�the�Jewish�people�and�the�land�of�Israel.�
2. Students�will�utilize�a�document�written�by�Theodor�Herzl�to�grasp�the�factors�
motivating�19th�and�20th�century�Zionists.�


3. Students�will�discuss�the�components�necessary�for�statehood.�
4. Students�will�analyze�a�chart�to�determine�characteristics�of�the�Jewish�population�in�the�
land�of�Israel�in�the�20th�century.�


5. Students�will�draw�conclusions�about�Israeli�national�identity�by�reading�Israel’s�
Declaration�of�Independence.�


6. Students�will�define�the�role�of�diversity�in�society,�using�Israel�and�the�American�Jewish�
community�as�examples.�


Preparations:�


*Reminder:�Send�out�the�“Parent�Introduction�Letter”�(Teacher�CD)�prior�to�this�lesson.�


Materials�(NOTE:�The�Optional�Activities�require�additional�supplies):��
1. Large�copies�of�each�stanza�of�the�Declaration�of�Independence.��
2. Ball�of�yarn.�


Classroom�Setup:��
Have�a�flipchart/whiteboard/Post�it�paper�where�all�students�can�see.�Makes�copies�of�
the�definitions�of�Zionism�(Teacher�CD)�cut�up�and�posted�around�the�room.�Chairs�
should�be�arranged�in�a�circle�and�tables�organized�for�group�work.�Prepare�photocopies�
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�


�


of�the�student�handouts�for�Optional�Activity�E�below�(see�suggested�list�of�bios�on�the�
Teacher�CD).�Colored�scraps�of�paper,�magazines,�newspapers,�scissors,�and�glue�sticks�
should�be�spread�across�tables.�


Procedures:�


1. Tell�students�that�the�Jewish�people�have�always�had�some�kind�of�connection�to�Israel,�
even�though�it�has�differed�over�time.��


2. Ask�students�to�sit�at�the�tables�and�turn�to�the�timeline�in�their�workbooks�on�pages�2�and�
3.��Tell�students�to�work�in�pairs�to�examine�the�timeline�and�let�them�know�that�they�will�
have�5�minutes�to�do�so.�(5�minutes)�


3. Ask:�“How�many�years�in�Jewish�history�have�Jews�been�sovereign�in�their�land?�
Autonomous?�Why�was�sovereignty�important?”�(Answer:�approximately�750�years�of�
sovereignty;�several�hundred�more�years�of�varying�degrees�of�autonomy;�sovereignty�
meant�freedom.)�Explain�that�in�the�next�few�lessons,�the�class�will�examine�what�had�to�be�
in�place�in�order�for�sovereignty�to�be�restored.�Note:�autonomy�is�the�right�or�power�to�
govern�oneself.�It�can�be�less�than�full�independence,�as�in�the�case�of�an�ethnic�group�that�
is�granted�autonomy�within�larger�national�confines;�sovereignty�is�defined�as�complete�
independence�and�self�government.�


4. Ask�students:�“Based�on�the�timeline,�how�do�we�know�that�the�land�of�Israel�has�always�
been�important�to�the�Jewish�people?”�(Answer:�There�were�Jews�continually�living�in�Israel�
from�the�period�of�the�Torah�until�the�present�day—despite�the�hardships�they�faced!)��Ask�
students�to�give�examples�of�the�hardships�Jews�faced�in�the�land.�(5�minutes)�Note:�To�
achieve�the�first�enduring�understanding,�you�can�choose�procedures�#1�4,�or�Optional�
Activity�A�or�Optional�Activity�B.��Any�of�the�three�would�promote�this�understanding.�


5. Tell�students�that�after�so�many�years�without�Jewish�sovereignty�in�the�land�of�Israel,�
groups�of�Jews�in�the�19th�Century�began�to�consider�the�condition�of�the�Jewish�people�in�
the�Diaspora.��Harkening�back�to�the�Jewish�connection�to�the�land�and�lamenting�the�
current�state�of�affairs�for�Diaspora�Jewry,�Theodore�Herzl�envisioned�a�solution:�a�Jewish�
state.���


6. Ask�students�to�MOVE�BACK�to�the�TABLES,�where�they�will�work�by�themselves�and�read�a�
quote�by�Herzl�(in�the�student�workbook,�pages�9�10).�If�necessary�(given�knowledge�level�of�
the�class),�give�a�two�minute�background�explanation�of�the�anti�Semitism�taking�place�in�
Europe�during�Herzl’s�day.�Have�students�answer�the�questions�under�the�Herzl�quote�in�
their�workbooks�on�the�bottom�of�page�10�and�on�the�top�of�page�11.��Note:�This�is�an�
appropriate�place�to�insert�Optional�Activity�D.��(10�minutes)�


7. Ask�students:�“Have�you�ever�downplayed�your�Jewish�identity,�or�felt�pressured�to�hide�
your�Jewish�identity,�in�order�to�fit�in?”�Relate�students’�answers�back�to�the�Herzl�segment,�
explaining�that�Zionism�was�founded�on�the�idea�that�Jews�needed�their�own�state�in�order�
to�live�as�free�people�who�were�masters�of�their�own�fate,�free�to�live�out�their�identities.�(5�
minutes)�


8. Explain�that�Zionists�endeavored�to�realize�Herzl’s�vision,�understanding�that�creating�a�
viable�state�would�require�P.O.W.E.R:�people,�organizations,�water�and�oil,�economy,�and�
recognition.��Tell�students�that�we�will�learn�about�these�components�over�the�next�few�
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�


�


Jewish�
Peoplehood�


Optional�Activity�C:�Components�of�Jewish�Peoplehood�(30�minutes)�


1. MOVE�to�CHAIR�CIRCLE.��Writing�responses�on�a�whiteboard�or�large�Post�it�paper�or�
flipchart,�ask�students�to�name�components�of�their�Jewish�identities,�(using�their�collages�
from�Optional�Activity�A�if�chosen�as�a�starting�point).�Use�a�web�to�answer�the�question�on�
page�8�in�the�workbooks�(see�below).���


� �


�


�


�


�


Possible�outcomes�for�the�bubbles:�prayer,�observance,�family,�holidays,�synagogue,�tikkun�
olam�(repairing�the�world),�ethics,�Jewish�organizations,�culture,�blood�ties,�feeling,�Torah,�
Israel,�etc.�Ask�students:�“Is�a�person�part�of�the�Jewish�people�if�he/she�only�identifies�with�
some�of�these�aspects?”�(Yes)�How�many?�Who�should�decide�this?��


Emphasize�during�the�discussion�the�component�of�the�land�of�Israel�and�give�examples�of�
how�integral�it�is�to�the�other�bubbles�the�students�suggested�(see�blue�box�on�previous�
page�for�suggestions).�(15�minutes)�


2. Write�a�constitution�similar�to�the�Declaration�of�Independence�based�on�the�components�
of�peoplehood�that�you�view�as�essential.��(15�minutes)�


Optional�Activity�D�–�Poetry�and�Song�(30�minutes)�


1. Explain�that�now�you’re�going�to�look�at�the�individual’s�connection�to�the�land�in�a�more�
personal�way—through�poetry.�Working�in�the�same�sets�of�pairs,�ask�students�to�read�both�
poems�(Teacher�CD)�and�answer�the�questions�that�follow.��(7�minutes)�


2. Then�tell�them�that�Yehudah�HaLevi�was�a�Jewish�poet�and�philosopher,�who�lived�in�Spain�
in�the�turn�of�the�11th�century.��He�tried�to�go�to�Israel�toward�the�end�of�his�life�but�only�
made�it�as�far�as�Egypt�where�he�died.��Ehud�Manor�was�one�of�Israel’s�most�prolific�
songwriters�and�won�the�coveted�Israel�Prize�for�his�work.��He�died�in�2005�at�the�age�of�64.���


3. Ask:�“What�is�each�poet’s�relationship�to�Israel?�What�do�these�two�poets,�separated�by�a�
millennium,�have�in�common?��Is�there�anything�different�about�them�based�on�the�
poems?”�(8�minutes)�


4. Tell�students�that�you�will�be�playing�a�version�of�“I�Have�No�Other�Country,”�asking�them�to�
think�while�they�listen�about�the�choice�of�music�and�tone.�
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